2011 Legislative Session

WEEK of Monday, April 11, 2011

HOt L|St for the STATE HOUSE

As you are aware, the environmental community’s “Environmental Priorities Coalition” prepares a weekly “Hot List” detailing its
positions on up to ten of the highest priority issues for the upcoming week. Separate Hot Lists are prepared for the House and Senate
and distributed each Monday. If the bill is one of the four environmental community priorities for 2011, it is so designated by the
priorities “button” on the right. Please feel free to contact me at clifford@ctassociates.org or 206-369-2235 if you have any questions
and we hope you find this communication helpful!

Respectfully,
Clifford R. Traisman, State Lobbyist, Washington Conservation VVoters & Washington Environmental Council

PossIBLE HOUSE FLOOR ACTION

ESHB 1071: Creating a complete streets grant program.
POSITION:

e This legislation would position Washington strongly to compete for future federal funds designated for Complete Streets.
More than 100 agencies nationwide have implemented Complete Streets policies, including 16 states and six municipalities
in Washington.

o Rather than applying a cookie cutter design to every corridor, planners work with communities to develop project that are
appropriate for various functions of the roadway. The result is a streetscape that is safer and more accessible for all users that
promotes livable communities.

ESHB 1721: Preventing storm water pollution from coal tar sealants.
POSITION:
e This first-in-the-nation policy will eliminate the use of a toxic substance on our roads and parking lots, and encourage the
application of cost-effective and readily available alternatives.
e Inatime of cuts and painful belt-tightening, this bill is a no-cost way to do something good for children’s health, for the
environment, and for local governments struggling to control stormwater pollution.

ESSB 5457: Providing a congestion reduction charge to fund the operational and capital needs of transit agencies.
POSITION:
e This bill preserves jobs, reduces congestion, and protects the environment by authorizing King County to impose a temporary
congestion reduction charge to provide emergency funding for our critical transit service.
e Transit service faces a funding crisis in Washington State. Plummeting sales tax revenue is forcing transit agencies to slash
service despite record-setting ridership.

E2SSB 5769: Regarding coal-fired electric generation facilities.

POSITION:

o With this bill the TransAlta coal plant will significantly cut its air pollution in 2013 and permanently shut Tof4
its two boilers in 2020 and 2025. The bill is supported by TransAlta, the labor community, the Governor C;’S()T}.‘i?;?
and environmental groups. For the

e The bill also commits TransAlta to invest in Lewis County's economic development and in local energy 2011 Session

efficiency projects. Gradually increased funding from CERB and PWB will contribute to community
redevelopment, including reuse of reclaimed coal mine lands.
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House COMMITTEE ACTION

HB 1735: Concerning creating clean water jobs through storm water pollution funding (a.k.a.

Clean Water Jobs Act of 2011). 1of 4
Ways and Means: Possible Executive Session CS:O?LE?;?
POSITION:

2011 Session

e  The most significant jobs-creator in front of the legislature, this bill will raise new revenue for clean water
infrastructure by imposing a pollution fee upon oil. HB 1735 will provide ongoing funding for necessary
projects that will reduce flooding and improve our communities.

o A fee on oil will free up tens of million dollars to go to other important government functions. As you struggle to figure out
how to balance the state budget, do not let oil companies off the hook: pollution fees are a fair and publicly-popular solution
to a piece of our state’s budget crisis.

HB 2008: Regarding the administration of natural resources programs.
General Government Appropriations & Oversight: Possible Executive Session
POSITION: OPPOSE
e This bill raises fees but trades away environmental protection, a significant net loss for streams and fish.
e  The bill requires understaffed agencies to take on major new administrative work “integrating” two sets of rules; WDFW
loses its authority to ensure fish protection when major work is done in forest streams; and longer logging permits jeopardize
timely, science-based improvements to logging practices on-the-ground.

HB 2053: Concerning additive transportation funding.
Transportation: Public Hearing and Possible Executive Session
POSITION: OPPOSE
e Any transportation revenue package, large or small, must make meaningful investments in the entire transportation system,
including transit, bike & pedestrian, and stormwater cleanup. Unfortunately this bill raises $160 million and only allocates
$8 million to transit, $2 million to bike & pedestrian, and $5 million for stormwater cleanup.
e We support an amendment to increase the portion of funding for transit, non-motorized and local government stormwater
projects.

ESSB 5251: Concerning electric vehicle license fees.
Transportation: Public Hearing and Possible Executive Session
POSITION: OPPOSE
e By imposing a $100 annual fee for electric vehicles, this bill sends a message discouraging consumers from buying non-gas
powered vehicles. Because electric vehicles make up only a tiny fraction of the car market, ESSB 5251 will not raise a
meaningful amount of revenue for roads.
e At atime when the federal government and many states have enacted tax policies encouraging people to purchase electric
vehicles, this bill is a backward step in our long term efforts to reduce our dependence upon foreign oil.

Contributing Organizations
American Rivers » Audubon Washington = Climate Solutions » Conservation Northwest = Earth Ministry = Environment Washington
* Fuse = Futurewise = Heart of America Northwest = The Lands Council = League of Women Voters of Washington = Lutheran Public
Policy Office = National Wildlife Federation = Nature Conservancy * NW Energy Coalition = People for Puget Sound = Sierra Club
Cascade Chapter = Surfrider Foundation = Transportation Choices Coalition * Washington Conservation Voters = Washington
Environmental Council * Washington Toxics Coalition » Washington Wildlife and Recreation Coalition = Zero Waste Washington



